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Dear friend, Greetings from Georgia — a small country, yet historically grand, proud, and
ancient. A symbol that still firmly walks the path begun centuries ago by our ancestors —
the path toward the European family. Our movement toward the West remains a vital and
ongoing journey. [ am a young person born in an already independent Georgia. For over a
year and a half, our country has been awaiting the status of EU candidate. This anticipation
is not merely a political goal — it is the continuation of a journey our nation embarked on
centuries ago and has never abandoned — a journey toward independence, freedom, and
European civilization. Through this letter, [ wish to share the story of our country’s journey



— how we fought for independence, what freedom means to our society, and how close we
have come to embracing European values. Before | speak about modern independence, it is
essential to recall a key historical date — May 26, 1918 — the day Georgia declared its
independence and established the First Republic. This was the first multi-party, socially
oriented republic in the Caucasus, which also adopted a parliamentary system. The First
Republic of Georgia was above all a choice of values — a legal state, women's suffrage, and
social justice. It was during this period that Georgia became one of the first countries in the
world to grant women full political participation. At a time when many developed nations
had yet to extend voting rights to women, Georgian women were already actively involved
in representative politics. Unfortunately, the Republic’s existence was short-lived — in
1921, it was brought to an end by Soviet Russian occupation. Yet, the idea of independence
never vanished — it survived in the memory of the people. In 1991, Georgia regained its
independence by leaving the Soviet Union. However, this independence was largely formal.
In reality, the country plunged into a deep economic and political crisis, civil wars broke
out, ethnic conflicts emerged, and the population faced severe shortages of electricity and
food — the freedom we had achieved in words felt far from our everyday reality. A society
that had lived under a totalitarian regime for decades suddenly found itself in a new reality
that demanded independent thinking, responsibility, and initiative. This period made us
reflect on the true meaning of independence — not just on a state level, but in the minds
and consciousness of each citizen. With freedom came one of the most difficult tasks:
overcoming entrenched mental stereotypes and fostering free and critical thinking. The
Soviet legacy was not only institutional — it lived in people’s minds, attitudes, and choices.
Slowly, young people began to explore what it means to be free, to be an active citizen, to
have the right and responsibility to choose. This period gave rise to a generation willing to
ask the fundamental questions: What is freedom? What is responsibility? And how do we
achieve long-term, sustainable progress? True independence cannot be confined to the
recognition of borders alone. On this path, we must remember one of the most significant
figures in Georgian history — Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani. His "Journey to Europe" was not only
a diplomatic mission. It was an effort to expand consciousness, seek knowledge, and bring
Georgia closer to Western civilization. Orbeliani pursued this goal at a time when it seemed
nearly impossible. His legacy remains relevant today — he was a forerunner of the current
European integration process. Today, Georgia is making notable progress: our foreign
policy is clearly oriented toward the West, civil society is becoming more active, education
levels are rising, and most importantly, our society increasingly values and protects
freedom and justice. However, complete freedom is still a challenge. Political polarization,
flaws in democratic processes, and economic inequality persist. Yet, the values that
underpinned the First Republic of Georgia — democracy, equality, the rule of law — remain
just as vital today. Independence is only a starting point. True freedom is a continuous
process — changing old habits and attitudes, forming a strong civic consciousness, and
firmly grounding ourselves in the values that Europe represents. Georgia’s aspiration to join
Europe is not merely a geopolitical goal — it is a deep inner need to belong to a civilization
where human dignity, freedom, and justice are paramount. In conclusion, dear friend, | want
to say this: Our country may be small in size, but its spirit and love for freedom are
immense. Georgia does not seek anything undeserved — it simply asks that its voice be
heard in the space where freedom, dignity, and the rule of law are the highest values. I
believe that our generation will carry this mission forward — the mission to solidify the



values established in 1918, championed by Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani, and embraced by
today's Georgian society despite immense challenges.

Marii

That is why we do not stop. We move forward — not just as a state, but as freedom-loving
citizens who believe that democracy and justice are not one-day ideals but a centuries-long
mission. Warm regards, Mariam Beraia from Georgia



